
 

NatureEd CIC & Littleborough Children’s Centre Little Explorers  

Dig n Delve Summer 2016 Pilot Review 

Background 

NatureEd CIC is a not-for profit organisation, based in Rochdale, with a commitment to helping local 

communities enjoy and benefit their local green spaces through exciting environmental opportunities. 
We deliver EY outdoor play / forest school sessions and are keen to extend this provision.  
 

Littleborough Children’s Centre Little Explorers session is run through Rochdale Council Children’s 
Service and offers local families a weekly play opportunity for pre-school children and their parents.  
 

Celebrating Our Woodland Heritage Project is a three years Heritage Lottery Funded project being run 
through Pennine Prospects [Southern Pennines Rural Regeneration Company]. Starting in Sept 2016, 
the project aims to raise awareness to the hidden heritage of local woodlands through a range of 
opportunities including heritage-themed forest school experiences for pre-school aged children and 
parents and also by inspiring new Woodland Heritage Champions.  

Aims & Specific Objectives 

The overall aim of the pilot was to help local families to explore and enjoy  
South Pennine woodlands, developing an early connection with the heritage of 
their local environment. 

Specifically to: 

 Meet demand for pre-school Forest School learning  

 Inspire an interest and raise confidence of parents & Children Centre staff 

 Stimulate interest in the Level 1 Forest School training  

 Evidence demand for further sessions 

Delivery & Outcomes 
A Forest School taster session was run at Ealees Woods, Hollingworth Lake on 
27 July 2016 involving 33 pre-school children, 24 parents and 2 Children Centre 
practitioners. 
The theme of the session was discovering hidden facts about the woodland’s past 
focusing on pre-history and the geology of the South Pennines. 
 

Feedback about the session was very positive with everyone keen to take 

part in more. (see Appendix 1 for further feedback)   

“a great opportunity for families in the area to get outdoors and explore in a fun way.” 

“Amelia loved the dinosaur hunt & mud castles” “Play more with mud!” 

“Baby age 12 months loved it – he was so happy in the woods” 

“Encouraging to look at environment in different way. Could do under 3’s?”  
 

Evaluation & Review 

Alongside the direct benefit to those participating in the session, the following conclusions for 

follow up were made in discussion with the Senior Children’s Centre Practitioner:  

 Exploring our Woodland Heritage. There was an incredible turn out for this pilot. Little 
Explorers usually use the indoor / outdoor area at Littleborough. By changing the venue and 
visiting Ealees Woods once a month for a Dig n Delve session funded by HLF and run by 

NatureEd, the children and parents could learn about the woods and enjoy activities with a 

heritage theme. Whilst everyone had a great time on the pilot, the large group size did effect 
how the session ran. It is therefore recommended that future sessions should be limited to 25. 
This could be done by targeting families who might not be currently coming to the group but 
who might prefer being in the woods more than the sessions at Littleborough e.g. encouraging 
Dad’s, boys, etc. Some parents also suggested running a separate session for under 3’s.  

 Future Woodland Champions. Whilst a member of the Children Centre staff is interested in 
training, unfortunately the current budget is unable to meet the cost of her attending the course 

in Sept. However, the Centre would ensure she worked with NatureEd on the Little Explorers 

monthly Dig n Delve sessions, gaining experience and new skills, and would also review 
training opportunities for more formal accreditation as and when funding becomes available. 

For further details, please contact NatureEd@hotmail.com 


