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Top 10 Tips for Attracting Bees to the Garden  
1. Create your Bee-Inspired area with plants that flower at 

different times during the season. Bees are active from early 
Spring, so flowering bulbs and trees are especially good.   

2. Plant the bee-attracting herbs in relatively large groups, so 
that the pollinators can conserve their energy and find 
sufficient nectar in a small area. 

3. Honey bees like mass plantings as they tend to visit one 
plant type on their forage, while bumble bees tend to be 
more eclectic on a forage and visit lots of different types. 

4. Choose plants that are most like their original species, that 
is, they have not been hybridised or bred as novelty flowers, 
such as some new lilies without pollen-bearing parts. 

5. Double-flowered cultivars are not as nectar and pollen rich 
as simple, single flowers. 

6. Not all bees live in hives. Some can be found in burrows or 
in long grass.  

7. Solitary bees live in hollow twigs. You can buy bee hotels, or 
make your own using sticks, twigs and hollow canes. Hang 
the stick bundles from a tree in a sunny, dry part of the 
garden. 

8. Create a bee refuge in a quiet part of the garden, using old 
pieces of wood and broken terracotta pots. 

9. Bees need water but cannot swim, so provide a container 
with pebbles in the base and keep it just covered with water. 
Top it up regularly, especially in hot weather. 

10. If you decide to keep bees, you will need to buy or 
make wooden hives.  
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Top 10 Tips Amazing Facts about Bees  
1. Bees are responsible for pollinating a third of the crops we 

eat 

2. Bees fly at an average of 20mph, in flight a bee beats its 
wings around 180 times per minute! 

3. Honey bees sleep, and can often be found catching a 
snooze on a flower. Plus they have 5 eyes! 

4. Bees are the only insect that produces food eaten by man. 

5. A colony of bees consists of 20,000 – 60,000 honeybees and 
1 queen. 

6. A bee will visit between 50 – 100 flowers during one trip 

7. A queen bee can lay up to 2,000 eggs a day. 

8. Worker bees are female. They live for 6 – 8 weeks and do all 
the work.  

9.  Honey bees communicate with one another by “dancing”. 
This special Waggle Dance tells other workers the location of 
water and good flowers to forage.  

10. To collect a pound of honey, a bee might have to fly an 
equivalent distance to twice around the world. This is likely to 
involve more than 10,000 flower visits on perhaps 500 
foraging trips.  

So please create a Bee-Inspired 
area in your garden today to help 
our bees and other pollinators!  

            

  


